
SIKESTON SPRING CLEAN-UP  

 June 6 – June 14, 7:30 AM – 6:30 PM 
 

The Sikeston Compost Site on Compress Road will be open for the 
disposal of large bulky items, rubbish, and yard waste (no grass clipping 
permitted).  This service is available to Sikeston residents, only.  Proof of 
residency required.  No commercial wastes or hazardous materials 
permitted. Contact 471-2512 or 475-3749 for more information.  
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Randy Gaines 
Dept. of Public Works. 

Jon Broom 
Dept. of Public Safety 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 
JUNE-JULY 2009 

Meeting dates and times are subject to change 

 
Monday, June 1 

4:30 PM – Library Board of Trustees 
5:00 PM – City Council Meeting 
 

Tuesday, June 2 
7:00 PM – Planning & Zoning Commission 

 
Monday, June 8 

Noon – Housing Authority Board 
4:00 PM – Board of Adjustments 
5:15 PM – Park Board 
 

Tuesday, June 9 
11:30 AM – DED Executive Board 
4:00 PM – BMU Commission 
4:00 PM – Tourism Advisory Board 
 

Thursday, June 11 
4:00 PM – Sikeston-Miner CVB Board 

 
Friday, June 12 

11:30 AM – LCRA Commission 
 

Monday, June 15 
7:15 AM – Special City Council Meeting 
 

Monday, June 22 
11:30 AM – LCRA Commission 
 

Thursday, June 25 
11:30 AM – Strategic Plan Implementation   

Commission  
 

Monday, June 29 
7:15 AM – Special City Council Meeting 
 

Friday, July 3 
INDEPENDENCE DAY HOLIDAY 

CITY OFFICES CLOSED 
 

Monday, July 6 
4:30 PM – Library Board of Trustees 
5:00 PM – City Council Meeting 

 
 
 

 

 

Mike Conway named to 
City Council Position 
 
On May 11

th
 the Sikeston City Council 

named local businessman Mike 
Conway to fill the Ward 1 Council 
position formerly held by Mayor Jerry 
Pullen. Conway assumed his new 
position on May 15 and will serve as 
Interim Ward I Representative through 
April 2010.  
 
An Army veteran, Conway served with 
the 9

th
 Infantry Division following his 

training at Ft. Benning, GA. In 1988 he 
and his unit were called to assist with 
the Western States Fire.  As a member 
 
 
 
 

 

of the Army Reserves, Conway served a tour of duty during the 1991 
Persian Gulf War, earning the National Defense Service Medal, Kuwait 
Liberation Medal, Southwest Asia Service Medal and Humanitarian Service 
Medal. 
 
Conway is a past president of the Sikeston Jaycees, the Sikeston Area 
Chamber of Commerce, and served as Chairman of the 2005 Sikeston 
Jaycee Bootheel Rodeo. He is a recipient of the Outstanding Young 
Missourian Award and the Sikeston Jaycee Distinguished Service Award.  
Conway is a member of the Sikeston Lions Club and serves on the Kenny 
Rogers Children’s Home Board of Directors. 
 
Conway earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Accountancy from the 
University of Missouri-Columbia. He is the sole owner/member of Conway 
& Co., LLC, Certified Public Accountants.  He and his wife, Julie, have two 
children and are members of the First United Methodist Church. 
 
 
 

 

Mike Conway 
Ward I Councilman 



 
TENTATIVE AGENDA 

SIKESTON CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
5:00 PM – Monday, June 1, 2009 

Sikeston City Hall, 105 E. Center Street, Sikeston, MO 
 

PUBLIC HEARING: 
Presentation of Proposed FY-10 Budget 

 
ITEMS OF BUSINESS: 

  A. Briefing:  SEMO University – Sikeston Campus Agribusiness Program 
  B. Briefing:  No Tax Due Requirement 
  C. Participation in August 2009 Sales Tax Holiday 
  D. Award of Bank Depository Bids 
  E. Award of Industrial Park Stormwater Retention Basin Improvements 
  F. 1st Reading, Bill #5785, Establishing the FY-10 Budget 
 G  1st Reading, Bill #5786, Establishing the FY-10 Staffing Levels & 

Compensation 
 H.  2nd Reading, Bill #5790, Request to Rezone 122 N. Second from R-2 

(Single Family Residential) to R-5 (Multiple Family Residential) 
 I.  2nd Reading, Bill #5791, Request to Rezone 126 N. Second from R-2      

(Single Family Residential) to R-5 (Multiple Family Residential) 
 J.  2nd Reading, Bill #5792, Request to Rezone 130 N. Second from R-2 

(Single Family Residential) to R-5 (Multiple Family Residential) 

 K.   Other Items As May Be Determined During the Course of the Meeting   

 

Strategic Plan Update 
 
On March 9, 2009 the Sikeston City Council 
formally accepted the long-term strategic 
plan “Sikeston’s Vision for Tomorrow”.  To 
facilitate the plan’s implementation, Council 
established the Strategic Plan Implement-
ation Commission. Its members are 
Chairman Roger Sherman, Vice-chairman 
Megan Looney, Chip Thornton, Trista 
Douglas, Mayor Jerry Pullen with Council 
representatives Kathy Teachout and Tom 
Hedrick, City Manager Doug Friend, 
Governmental Services Director Linda Lowes 
and Governmental Services Administrative 
Assistant Rhonda Council.  
 
Before establishing its priorities, the 
Commission felt it necessary to explore, in 
greater detail, the “Key Visions” outlined in   
the strategic plan.  This process would 
incorporate educating Commission members 
on the current status of each key 
performance area, identifying existing 
resources, and starting a dialog with leaders 
in each of these fields/areas.  
 
In early May the Commission hosted a 
meeting of regional educational institutions. 
Attending were Steve Borgsmiller, Sikeston 
Public Schools; Judy Buck, SEMO University 
– Sikeston Campus; and Glenda Arnold, 
Three Rivers Community College.  Each 
presented an overview of current 
programming, obstacles in designing 
programming, and future plans for their 
respective institutions. 
 
Recently, Sikeston DED Director Ed Dust 
spoke to the Commission on efforts to secure 
the I-24 Corridor, re-activation of the 
Sikeston Industrial Development Corpor-
ation, right-to-work issues and the status of 
various local economic development 
initiatives.  Sikeston Area Chamber of 
Commerce Director Missy Marshall 
addressed the Commission on the regional 
“Wired Initiative”, and the newly created 
Southeast Missouri P-20 Council. 
 
Housing will be the topic of the Commission’s 
next meeting, scheduled for noon on 
Thursday, June 25. 
 
Meetings are open to the public. Commission 
minutes can be viewed on the City’s web at 
www.sikeston.org. 
 

Adoption of FY-10 Budget Approaches 
 
With just one public hearing remaining, Council is poised to adopt the 
FY-10 budget. First reading of the budget and staffing ordinances will 
be conducted on June 1, with the second reading and City Council 
action scheduled for June 15. 
 
 “Budgeting is never an exact science,” noted City Manager Doug 
Friend. “City Staff monitors trends and makes conservative estimates   
. . . but even the most knowledgeable analysts miss their mark.  In 
March 2008, very few of us thought we’d experience gasoline prices of 
$3.00 to $4.00 per gallon.  Nor could we anticipate the series of natural 
disasters experienced over the past twenty-four months: two significant 
ice storms, floods and Hurricane Hugo’s windstorm.  Manpower within 
the Departments of Public Safety and Public Works have risen to the 
tasks presented, however, the cost in man-hours and operating 
expenditures have significantly impacted the City’s fiscal reserves”  
 
These unanticipated expenditures coupled with declining revenues are 
of concern to municipal officials. According to the Missouri Municipal 
League, March 2009 statewide sales tax receipts are 7% below those 
of March 2008.  For the year, sales tax revenue has declined 4.8 
percent compared to the same period last year.  Addressing these 
concerns Friend stated, “With sales tax being the City’s primary source 
of revenue, we’ve had to tighten our budget to address these 
decreased revenues.  City Staff has been asked to explore new 
federal/state grant funding sources and postpone non-essential 
projects.  Staffing levels will remain the same with funding available for 
the City’s merit pay plan. City employees will not receive a cost-of-living 
increase in FY-10.” 
 
(See FY-10 Budget, Page 3) 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

FY-10 Budget, continued 

Despite revenue concerns, Friend wants to assure taxpayers monies will be appropriated in keeping with the commitments 
made to taxpayers upon the passage of the One Cent Sales Tax in 2004.  Funds have been prioritized to continue payment 
of the SEMO University – Sikeston Campus (formerly the Sikeston Area Higher Education Center) expansion loan ($300,000 
annually).  Monies will be appropriated for the Land Clearance Redevelopment Authority (LCRA) which has received more 
than $1.5 million in municipal funding since 2004.  The Department of Public Safety will remain at full staffing with 
appropriations earmarked for the on-going replacement of capital equipment.  
 
Costs associated with removal of ice storm debris recently necessitated the City obtaining a $365,000 loan.  Repayment of 
this loan will be made during FY-10 from general revenues. Explaining the need for this loan City Clerk Carroll Couch 
explained, “It may be as long as 18 months before FEMA/SEMA reimbursement is made to the City for only a portion of these 
costs.  Our vendors wish to receive their payments in a more timely manner.”  
 
Projects targeted for funding in FY-10 include continuation of the Annual Street and Stormwater Drainage Improvement 
Program ($600,000); improvements to Sikeston’s Municipal Airport and construction of sidewalks connecting Southeast 
Elementary School to the 5

th
 & 6

th
 Grade Center on Twitty Drive ($2.2 million obtained through reimbursable grants from the 

Missouri Highway and Transportation Commission); and expansion of the Summer Mowing Program to employee 75 
seasonal workers. 

Employees Giving Back to the Community . . .  
 

 

  

Mary White-Ross, Community Volunteer 
 

Originally from the Charleston area, Mary joined City Staff in 1990 as the Deputy 

Municipal Court Clerk.  In 1994 Ross was promoted to Court Clerk, the position 

she now holds.  As Court Clerk, Mary is responsible for the day-to-day 
administrative operations of Sikeston’s Municipal Court.     
 
A former member of St. John Baptist Church, Mary served as a church trustee 
and financial secretary.  For the past 10 years, Mary has attended Cornerstone 
Baptist Church where she teaches Adult Sunday School, serves in the “Nurse 
Unit”, and is secretary of their Mission Society.  Since 1998 Mary has been a 
Mission Missouri volunteer.  She currently serves as their treasurer.  A 25-year 
member of the Daughters of Sunset, Mary serves as this organization’s 
secretary. Mary is also a member of the Rose of Sharon, Eastern Star #4. A 
cancer survivor, Mary is active in the American Cancer Society “Reach-to-
Recovery Program, visiting cancer patients who have had surgery.  
 
In 2004, Ross was elected to the Sikeston School Board, where she served until 
2007.  She remains active in local educational issues, serving on numerous 
committees.  In recognition of her contributions to the community, Mary was 
honored by the Sikeston Public Schools as a member of the Sikeston R-6 Hall of 
Fame.  

Mary White-Ross 
Sikeston Municipal Court 

 

Dennis Irwin 
Lieutenant, Sikeston Public Safety 

Dennis Irwin - Dedicated Jaycee, volunteer  
 
A certified police officer and firefighter, Dennis Irwin joined Sikeston Public 
Safety in 1984. He has served in numerous police and fire capacities leading to 
his current position as Lieutenant. 
 
In 1994, Irwin joined the Sikeston Jaycees. Since then Irwin has served as 
president of the Jaycees Bootheel Rodeo Association, and two terms as a board 
member.  Five years ago he was honored by being “Exhausted” from the club.  
Irwin remains active, but donates the bulk of his time to the club’s primary fund 
raiser – the Jaycee Bootheel Rodeo. 
 
Irwin is a long-time volunteer with the Sikeston Rescue Squad. 
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SACC Spirit Award . . . 
To encourage on-going community betterment, the Sikeston Area Chamber of Commerce 
sponsors the SACC Spirit Award.  This program recognizes area businesses that demonstrate 
superior attitude, customer service and community spirit. We encourage you to visit and shop 
with our honorees . . . .    

Show-Me Rentals, Inc. 
 

101 North Ranney – Sikeston, MO 
573-471-1552 

 
www.showmepartyandpools.com 

 


